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Order your official
Snowsport
England clothing
A full range of T-Shirts, Polo Shirts,
Hooded Zip up Sweats with
Snowsport England logo on front,
are now available.
Ladies V Neck T Shirt in stretch fabric (Fruit of the Loom).
Sizes approx: M (10-12), L (14), XL (16)
in Sky Blue. Black and White. Other sizes and colours available to order.
£12.00 each +£1.50 P & P.
Ladies Long Sleeve T Shirts in stretch fabric (Fruit of the Loom)
Sizes approx – L (10-12) XL (14-16).
In Black (other colours can be ordered).
£18.00 each + £1.50 P&P
Ladies Polo T Shirt in stretch fabric (Fruit of the Loom)
Sizes approx – M (12-14) L (14-16)
In Sky Blue, Lilac and Black. Other colours and sizes available to order.
£15.00 each + £1.50 P & P.
Hooded Zip Up Sweats – Unisex
Sweatshirt hoodie with full zip.
Sizes – S, M, L & XL Colour – Black, other colours available to order.
£22.00 each + £1.50 P&P.
Men’s Polo Shirt (Fruit of the Loom), Sizes M, L & XL
In Black, Light Grey and Sky Blue.
Other colours may be available.
£15.00 each + £1.50 P&P.
Men’s Long Sleeve T Shirt (Fruit of the Loom), round neck.
Sizes – L & XL. In Black and White,
other colours and sizes available to order.
£18.00 each + £1.50 P&P.
Men’s V Neck T Shirt (Fruit of the Loom).
Sizes – M, L & XL. In Black and Steel Blue.
Other colours and sizes available to order.
£12.00 each + £1.50 P&P.
Please allow 4/6 weeks for delivery, other colours allow further 7 days.
Clubs can order in bulk (10 items or more) at a 15% discount, postage for
bulk items will be calculated separately. Goods can be exchanged, unworn,
within 7 days of receipt. No refunds given (this does not affect your statutory
rights. If ordering more than 1 item add .50p per item for P & P. For colour
photographs of above items visit the website at:
www.snowsportengland.org.uk Make cheques available to Snowsport
England, to pay by credit card telephone 0121 501 2314
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What a difference
a year makes!

T

his time last year
the main talking
point was strangely
enough Snow..or the lack
of it to be precise. The
national press said it was
Global warming and this
would be a thing of the
future. They made a big
issue of it! How wrong can they be!
The future they were talking about is now, and
what do we have – the best snow conditions for
years in many places, including those that suffered
from a lack of the white stuff last year.
Whilst I agree that Global warming is something
we should all be addressing, let’s not get carried
away because of one season of poor snow.
Having looked at WebCams around the world,
currently snow conditions are excellent in Europe
and the US, with more snow forecast. For all those
with a vested interest in snowsports this is a very
welcome boost. Resorts are pleased to see an
increase in tourists, and many seem to be making
late bookings. After a slow start many Tour
Operators are heaving a big sigh of relief whilst
retailers are hoping that good snow conditions
translate to sales of hardware, clothing and
accessories.
Well this is our last issue for the current season,
and we hope you have enjoyed the publication. Our
aim is to provide you with News, Views, Features,
Interviews and competitions, so please let me know
your views on the publication. We are always
looking to bring you what you want to read, so
thanks to those who have commented. To those
who have not let me know, send me an email to:
barry.spouge@snowsportengland.org.uk if you
don’t tell us we will never know.
Keep up to date with all the news from
Snowsport England on line at:
www.snowsportengland.org.uk
To those like me who have yet to take their
annual ski holiday, I hope you enjoy great snow
conditions, wherever you may go.
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Snowsport England
set to benefit from
new BingoLotto game
Snowsport England is delighted to announce
it will be amongst the beneficiaries of
BingoLotto – a new TV game which will
raise money for sport and the voluntary
sector.
BingoLotto will be a weekly game
broadcast on digital TV channels Virgin1 and
Challenge. Tickets will be on sale from
outlets around the country and will allow
viewers to take part in the BingoLotto game
from the comfort of their own homes, with a
1 in 9.5 chance of winning.
The BingoLotto game has run in Sweden
since 1991 where it has raised just under
£1bn for charities and sports organisations.
At least 20% from each ticket sold in the UK
will be distributed to sport and recreation
projects up and down the country. Profits
from the show will be distributed to the
governing and representative bodies of sport
and recreation.
The funding Snowsport England will
receive will be spent on new and
enhanced programmes of activity at the
grassroots or on special projects, like
infrastructure improvement and capacity
building, for which funding is currently
unavailable.
The game will also provide valuable
profile to a wide range of sports and
activities by featuring them on the weekly
show and on the BingoLotto website.
Snowsport England will support the game

by promoting it to our members; by providing
examples and case studies of how the
proceeds have been spent for the TV show;
and by identifying current and future stars
from Snowsports to appear on the show
when required. The more tickets are sold
each week, the more Snowsport England
benefits.
The game’s motto is ‘Real people. Real
winners.’ and it will offer life-enhancing,
rather than life-changing prizes to winners.
The prizes in the game are varied and range
from tickets for the following week’s game,
through to cars and holidays, to a maximum
cash prize of £100,000. BingoLotto is
regulated by the Gambling Commission.
Stewart Smith, Snowsport England
chairman, believes the investment the
organisation will receive can make a big
difference to our members:
“BingoLotto provides a welcome
opportunity for Snowsport England to receive
funding that will benefit our members
directly. Be this for our club members just
starting out learning to ski or young athletes
embarking on the road to medals, or
assisting the development of our coaching
scheme members” Stewart Smith Chairman
Snowsport England
For more details from Snowsport England
please contact: Tim@snowsportengland.
org.uk. For more details about the game,
please visit www.bingolotto.tv

Saas Fee raises free child skiing age to ten
Saas Fee is the latest major ski area to
increase the age limit up to which children
ski free. Children visiting the resort will now
be able to ski free up to their tenth birthday.
Previously children paid for tickets from age
seven. The new age limit was pioneered by
resorts including Zermatt (age ten) and Are
in Sweden (age eight) and has recently been
followed by other Swiss resorts including

Villars and Leysin (both age nine) as well as
the Dolomiti Superski region in Italy (age
eight). At Saas Fee, children aged 10 to 16
pay 171 Swiss Francs, currently £69, for a
six day pass next winter, half the adult rate.
This compares to 124.50 Euros / £84 for an
equivalent pass paid by a child aged from 5
to 12 at Meribel. Children 13 and over pay
the full 178 Euros / £120 adult price.

Competition Winners
Congratulations to our winners from the December/January 08 issue of the Piste.
• Winner of the Fitness Videos by Carl Petersen and Nina Nittinger was:
Mr Martin Creasey Bexley, Kent

Happy skiing….Barry Spouge

• Winner of a copy of the 2008 edition of Where to Ski & Snowboard is:
Philip Ricketts Warley, Brentwood, Essex
Look out for more competitions in future issues
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Revamped Ski Sunday returns to BBC Two
A revamped Ski Sunday celebrates its 30th season as it returns to BBC Two,
every Sunday evening until 9 March, in a longer, high profile, early evening
slot, with presenters Graham Bell and Ed Leigh bringing their unique blend of
fun, daring and exploration, to ski and snowboarding slopes in some of the
most exotic locations across the world.
The popular winter series, back for an eight week run, has been extended
to an hour and will now include travel and entertainment features as well as
bringing viewers all the latest skiing action.
This year viewers will be treated to more competitive skiing that ever
before - because in addition to the skiing featured in the programme there
will also be comprehensive red button (interactive) highlights coverage from
the resorts of the Alpine World Cup series.
But it’s not only Ed and Graham who will be taking to the slopes and
mountainsides. Each week a celebrity will tackle a giant slalom course under
the tutelage of former Olympic skier Bell, to see just how much they can
improve on their skills following a day of intense training. Joining Graham in
the Italian resort of Courmayeur in Italy, are Heston Blumenthai, Fiona Bruce,

Ben Fogie, Tara Palmer Tompkinson, Marcus Brigstocke, Frank Gardener,
Clare Balding and Colin Jackson.
In ‘Graham’s Great Adventure’, we travel with Graham as he takes in the
historical, geographical and sporting insights of a summer trek across the
Alps and Dolomites. Swapping his skis for hiking boots Graham explores
places inaccessible to cars or trains, as he goes in search of wildlife in its
natural habitat and buildings that are perched on the top of the world.
Life is never dull as Graham endures a nerve-wracking cable car journey
over the top of Mont Blanc and gets up close to the newly introduced
population of bears at the Adamello National Park in Italy. He learns of the
history of the mountains - from the pioneering climbers of the Matterhorn to
how the First World War raged amongst the jagged peaks of the Dolomites.
And, of course, he will meet the people who live and work in the mountains
and who understand them better than anyone else.
While Ed brings us the colour and culture of the countries he visits as he
embarks on a range of exotic snowboarding trips. He began the series with a
search for the best snow in Russia on the Trans-Siberian Express.

Chill Factor set
for expansion
e

Hood report
(Head Of Operations & Development)
Well a Happy New Year to everyone from the
SSE office. I have been juggling my two roles
recently and was away with the England Team
in Norway over the Christmas and New Year
period which all went well with good conditions
and some good results from the team.
I hope everyone who was away enjoyed
similar conditions and will hopefully see lots of
you out in Bormio in February.
Back in the office until then with plenty to
do!! The new Coaching Scheme is progressing
well and resources are being put together, we
are on schedule to launch the scheme in May
2008.
Another date for the diary is the AGM which
will be on 17th May 2008 and it would be great
if lots of members could attend.
Please do contact me if you have any
questions or suggestions for SSE, my email is
tim@snowsportengland.org.uk
Best Wishes
Tim Fawke
e-mail: tim@snowsportengland.org.uk

Santa and the sales had serious competition in the
North West this year as people from all over the
region flocked to the UK’s first real snow Alpine
village and snowsports centre, Chill Factore.
The enthusiasm of local people for Chill
Factore‘s mix of snowsports, slope-side restaurants
and active lifestyle shopping has been matched by
that of developers in other parts of the country to
such an extent that the company is expanding its
executive team and bringing forward its plans to
launch a new development division.
Former Airtours (now MyTravel) and Football
League chief executive David Burns comes on
board as Chief Executive at Chill Factore in
Manchester while current Managing Director David
Sterland becomes MD of the new development
division which will concentrate on rolling out the
Alpine village concept initially in the UK.
David Sterland said: “The first six weeks of Chill
Factore were phenomenally busy. We were
confident that we would have large numbers of
experienced skiers and snowboarders coming
along to test the slope, but we were delighted at
the number of first time skiers who booked our
taster sessions to get their first feel of the snow.
“As regards expansion, we have several sites in
mind but we are keeping an open mind about all
opportunities at the moment, looking at both the
potential for new centres like Chill Factore in
Manchester or for developing an existing facility.
But the enthusiasm for the concept of Chill Factore
is huge, so we are extremely excited about the
future.”
David Burns was most recently director of
leisure with the Trevor Hemmings group (which
includes hotels, theme parks and Blackpool Tower)

and chief executive of cruise and escorted travel
specialists Page and Moy, ahead of the company’s
recent successful sale as part of the Travelsphere
Group.
He said he was delighted to be involved with
what he described as “one of the most exciting
innovations in the leisure industry in the last 10
years.”
He went on: “Chill Factore is a fabulous visitor
destination offering a snow experience second to
none, allied with quality restaurants and leading
brand retailers.
“There is a great atmosphere in the bars and
restaurants – friendly, welcoming and a real flavour
of the Alpine ski villages I have experienced.”
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England team
camps success
Xmas Camp – Sweden 11th – 19th Dec
Norway 20th Dec – 10th Jan – this camp
started with an excellent week of training
up in mid Sweden at a resort called
Stoten which provided excellent training
facilities in -22C and accommodation for
the Team, even arriving a day before the
resort opening, free skiing alongside the
final day of resort staff and lift operation
training. From here we travelled to Trysil
on a daily basis for 2xGS races which
were tough as they attracted some of the
Europa Cup skiers from Norway, Sweden
and Finland but a good and valuable
experience for all.
Norway – moved from Stoten to
Oppdal on the 19th Dec to a couple of
houses we know well in the Oppdal
valley for Xmas and New Year. Training in
the same resort, but on different hills
mainly, were the Scottish team. Training
with us some of the time also. We even
managed to fit in some SG speed training
on the local hill as well as running our
speed skis in travelling around the
mountain (which was empty most of the
time) if it was going to be busy we’d have
been warned by the ski patrol busy –
meant around 8-12 skiers!
Racing in Trondheim just 2hrs north of
Oppdal produced some of the best point
scores for many athletes and again
proved valuable to others with racing on
longer flatter hills. Oppdal races were

held on Hovden a woman’s World Cup
slalom piste with athletes scoring some
good points – a tough race proved by the
mens field of 130 being reduced
to only 38 to finish both runs!
The Scottish races ran smoothly and
meant that training could be put into the
real thing on the same hill, as this doesn’t
usually happen in most situations. With
the Norwegian field depleted, due to
quota regulations, this provided excellent
conditions for many of our racers who
duly proved their worth with the best
points scored all camp. Well done guys
and I’m sure the team would like to thank
all from P&O Ferries, Gates, Five Seasons,
Chill Factore, Energiapura, SkiBartlett,
Wastelandski & Ski out of the Blue who
support the team through 2007/08

FURTHER CAMPS AND RACES TO COME
English Championships, Bormio
16th -23rd February,
With a new venue and well bonded team looking to shine to the
rest of the English competitors showing them why and what the
England team can produce in all disciplines. Hopefully this runs
smoothly and can put on some good races for all concerned.
British and Scottish Championships
Meribel 23rd March – 12th April
English nationalities hopefully will shine again this year as they
did last year dominating the podium over the Scottish athletes,
but also a time to reflect on the season and future of the team
with developments. Looking forward to an excellent set of long
but tough races at the end of the season to conclude the program
for 2007/08.

Austrian resorts scoop ski resort prize
Austrian ski resorts are celebrating after winning
the ‘Top Ski Resort’ award for the 2006/2007
season. The competition, run by Skiresort Service,
involved visiting every major ski resort in the world.
Hochfugen-Hochzillertal in Austria was awarded
first place, followed by Brixental also in Austria. In
fact, a total of 5 Austrian resorts were listed in the
top ten, more entries than for any other country.
Nina Hasinski of British ski company Redpoint
(www.redpoint.co.uk) which has been based in the
Ziller Valley for over 12 years, was unsurprised by
the results. “You hear a lot about Canadian and
American resorts, but one of the reasons we chose
to base ourselves in Austria is because we feel it is
hard to beat in terms of facilities and the quality of
skiing available. We also find that the people who
live here and work in the ski industry, from
hoteliers through to lift operators, are always so
friendly and helpful – which is particularly
important for the nervous beginner or first time
visitor.”
The highest placed US resort was third ranked

Beaver Creek in Colorado, with another popular
Ziller Valley resort, Mayrhofen making it to seventh
place. Resorts were judged on a range of criteria,
including the size of the ski area, variety of pistes,
friendliness of staff and après ski. “There are many
fantastic ski resorts across the world,” comments
Nina. “However, there has been a tremendous
amount of investment in the lift systems and snow
making/piste preparation here to ensure top notch
skiing. I believe that this is what really set
Hochfugen apart from some very stiff competition.
The news comes on top of a report from the
Austrian Tourist Board which revealed that the
Zillertal region had its busiest ski season ever last
year, despite concerns about poor snow fall and
global warming. The survey is part of the annual
count which calculates the number of nights
visitors stay in each area to assess the season’s
success. The count in Zillertal showed that the
area had broken the 2005/6 record of over 4
million nights stayed, making it the most lucrative
season ever.
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Zillertal Arena resorts announce improvements for 07-08
The resorts of the lift-linked Zillertal Arena have announced a number of
upgrades for visitors this winter. At Zell am Ziller the Kreuzjoch-X-Press is
a new, high capacity detachable six seats chairlift which replaces the old
double on the route. A new ski run - 9c will also be created. The new
year-round Arena Coaster toboggan ride will open at at the valley station
of the Zillertal Arena/Zell lift.

Making a Difference
Snowsport England, the governing body for Snowsports in
England, is a Company limited by guarantee and
therefore has a board structure. At the AGM in 2006, the
number of Directors was raised from a maximum of six to
a maximum of eight, currently there are six Directors,
including a Chairman and Finance Director.
Directors are elected annually at the AGM, held each year
in May, with nominations being made around two
months in advance.
Any person over the age of eighteen can stand for
election to the Board – subject to nomination by two Full
Member organisations. The only role where a
‘qualification’ is required is for that of Finance Director,
ideally that person has a very good knowledge of
accounting practices etc.
Ideally, other Directors elected to the Board may have an
interest in Snowsports but this is not a pre-requisite.
Directors can be from diverse backgrounds, but
knowledge or interest in Coaching, Marketing, IT, Child
Welfare, Disability etc. will be beneficial to the
organisation.
Over the past three years, the current Board have
worked very hard to get ‘the Business’ right, and now
has excellent financial control and governance structures
in place. Apart from a small number of employed office
and coaching staff, all positions including those of
Director, are unpaid.
The Board meets around eight times a year, some of
these are by conference call to avoid travelling, but it is a
commitment that you make when taking on the role.
Ideally Directors are not just attending Board meetings
but are also contributing between meetings in their area
of knowledge or representing Snowsport England at
meetings.
If you are interested in standing for the Board of
Snowsport England then ensure you put your
nominations in. If you would like more details, without
making a commitment then please contact Stewart
Smith, Snowsport England Chairman – tel 07980
735738 or email chair@snowsportengland.org.uk

FCO issues travel
advice to skiers
As British skiers and snowboarders celebrate the best start to the ski season
for several years, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) is issuing
essential travel advice to all Brits planning a winter sports break.
Winter sports holidays are becoming increasingly popular – a fifth of
Britons go annually – but this means that more people are taking part in high
risk activities without the right preparation. An estimated one in ten British
skiers suffers an injury on the slopes and the risk of serious injury while
skiing and snowboarding has increased over the past decade, particularly
amongst younger winter sports enthusiasts. Couple this with the fact that a
massive 31% of Brits neglect to take out insurance that covers the sports
they intend to take part in, and you have a recipe for disaster.
As part of its ‘Know Before You Go’ campaign, the FCO is urging winter
sports travellers to be more prepared: Jess Prasad at the FCO said, “Winter
sports holidays are enjoyed by thousands of Britons each year, but the risks
involved mean it is vitally important that holidaymakers are fully prepared
before travelling.
“On a holiday where the chances of getting injured are higher than
average, the most important thing is to obtain fully comprehensive travel
insurance, as accidents can lead to costly treatment – if you break a leg in
the Alps, a trip in an air ambulance and treatment could set you back
£10,000. Holidaymakers should also be aware that alcohol can affect you
more quickly at high altitudes and if you injure yourself whilst under the
influence of alcohol, it is very likely your insurance policy will be invalid.
“As skiing can be found all over the world it’s also important to research
the country you’re visiting. For example, many Brits are taking advantage of
the great deals that can be found on winter sports holidays to Andorra, but
few realise that it is not a full member of the EU, which means that the
European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) is not valid. Whilst comprehensive
insurance is essential in every country, without it here you will be entitled to
no medical cover at all in the event of an accident”.

FCO ADVICE TO THOSE TRAVELLING ABROAD
• It is essential to take out travel insurance when taking any trip abroad,
no matter how short your trip. When participating in high risk activities
such as skiing or snowboarding, you must ensure your policy covers these
• Remember alcohol can affect you more quickly at high altitudes and
most insurers won’t pay out if you injure yourself or others whilst under
the influence of alcohol
• Make sure you use good quality equipment and protect yourself
against injury. Know your ability level - don’t take on the black run after
two days on the beginner slopes!
• Research your destination at www.fco.gov.uk/travel in case local laws
and customs differ from the UK
• Take photocopies and/or store copies of your important documentation
(passport, insurance details, credit card number and cancellation details)
online using a secure online data storage site
• If travelling in Europe, take your EHIC, available for free from post
offices. This card entitles you to reduced cost or free healthcare in most
European countries. Remember though, that the EHIC is not a substitute
for travel insurance - you must have both to be fully covered
• For more tips if you’re planning on taking a winter sports break,
check out www.fco.gov.uk/travel
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Kopaonik adds new ski lift
Serbia’s top winter resort Kopaonik is wooing wintersport’s enthusiasts
with the opening of its latest new ski lift, “Duboka 1”representing an investment
of some 4.5 million Euros. The new ski lift has a capacity of 1,800 skiers per hour
and will take enthusiasts to 1,988m above sea level and will further consolidate
Kopaonik’s status as the most popular resort in the region.
With a total now of 23 ski lifts in operation and a ski area of 44km,
Kopaonik has now set its sights on further investment next year to include
the construction of artificial accumulation lakes for the production of snow
making facilities. Kopaonik is featured by Thomson, Crystal and Balkan Holidays
and for those looking to go independently, JAT and BA offers flights direct to
Belgrade with coach transfers to Kopaonik from the capital taking just over three
hours by road.
Kopaonik offers a range of accommodation from 4 star hotels to self catering
apartments including a vibrant resort nightlife with an array of nightclubs,
restaurants and bars to choose from. There are also good bargains to be had
at many of the resorts boutiques and shops.
For further information on Kopaonik, visit: www.tckopaonik.com
For more information of tourism to Serbia visit: www.serbia-tourism.org

Land Rover takes to the slopes
Land Rover has announced its appointment as the Official Vehicle Partner to
Snowsport GB, the British Alpine Ski Team and the British Snowboard Team.
As Official Vehicle Partner, Land Rover will provide all team members including Britain’s number one female down hill skier, Chemmy Alcott together
with Finlay Mickel and brothers Alain and Noel Baxter - with a fleet of Discovery
3s and Range Rover Sports to support them during the World Cup season.
“As a British brand, we are delighted to be able to support the best of British
skiers and snowboarders in their pursuit of World Cup victory,” commented John
Edwards, managing director for Land Rover UK. “Land Rover vehicles provide the
ultimate capability required to ensure that the team members can travel safely
and comfortably between competitions, often through treacherous snowy
conditions.”
Mark Simmers, chief executive of Snowsport GB added: “Control, precision,
strength and determination are what it takes to be a high performance athlete in
snowsport disciplines - therefore the Land Rover sponsorship of the British Ski
and Snowboard teams couldn’t be a better match. Both the athletes and the
vehicles have to go beyond normal limits every day. Our teams travel constantly
throughout Europe to competitions and Land Rovers are the perfect vehicles for
the job.”
Both Range Rover Sport and the Discovery 3 come fully-equipped with Land
Rovers patented Terrain Response™, permanent four-wheel drive, Hill Descent
Control, low-range gearbox and Dynamic Stability Control.
The Discovery 3 is available from £27,315 and the Range Rover Sport from
£35,750 on the road. To book a test drive visit your local Land Rover dealership
or log onto www.landrover.co.uk.

Val Gardena quad count hits 27

Chemmy with her Range Rover Sport

Italy’s Val Gardena is upgrading another old chairlift this summer and will be
able to offer its guests 27 quad chair lifts next winter, 13 of them high speed
detachable lifts.
The latest high speed detachable, Sole, has a capacity of 1,800 people
an hour and replaces a fixed grip triple chairlift.
The new lift is one of six being installed in the Dolomiti Superski region,
which has 90% snowmaking coverage on it 1,200km (750 miles) of slopes.
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Norfolk attains SnowMark accreditation
Congratulations go to Norfolk Ski Club for all their hard work culminating
in becoming the first Club to achieve the SnowMark standard. Norfolk Ski
Club was part of the pilot scheme which is now open to all Snowsport
England Clubs. This means Norfolk has achieved a high level of quality for
child protection and safety, quality coaching, equal opportunities and
good management.
What is SnowMark?
SnowMark is based on the national ClubMark scheme. National
governing bodies of sport (NGBs) and county sport partnerships (CSPs)
award Clubmark to proven high quality clubs. SnowMark is the name for
Snowsports clubs that get accredited and is part of the national scheme.
The national scheme has been in place since 2002 and there are now
2,500 accredited clubs across 25 sports.
“Clubs which have joined the scheme are finding it well worth it. By
having recognised standards of child protection, coaching, equity and
good management they find it easier to attract and keep members,
improve the club’s profile and build for the future.” Roger Draper, Chief
Executive, Lawn Tennis Association.

THE AIMS OF SNOWMARK ARE TO:

3 Empower parent(s) and career(s) when choosing a club for their children
3 To ensure that Snowmark accredited clubs are recognised through a common
approach to branding.
3 To provide a focus around which all organisations involved in sport come
together to support good practice in sport clubs working with children and
young people.

SKI CLUBS AWARDED SNOWMARK GET MANY TANGIBLE BENEFITS:

3 Club Development: The foundation for any club is its youth structure. By
encouraging and attracting young members, it is building a strong future
3 Increasing Membership: Addressing issues like equity and child protection
gives parents confidence when choosing a club for their children.
3 Developing Coaches and volunteers: As part of Snowmark, clubs receive help
in developing the skills of those involved in their organisation.
3 Raised profile: Once Snowmark accredited, clubs will be listed on a national
database and in other directories, to help them attract new members and grow.
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Skiers urged to
reduce mobile
charges abroad

Continued success for British
youth team’s hot prospect
Jayme Baggio, the current British Junior Champion,
has continued to excel beyond expectations this
season as she looks to justify her selection to the
Great Britain Youth Team. The ambitious teenager
from Harpenden, England, caused a stir with some
stunning performances last year at the British
Championships and was earmarked by reporters
and coaches alike as “the one to watch.”
The 2007 / 08 season has already begun
strongly for the youngster who has based herself in
Bormio, Italy after being surprisingly dropped by the
England Alpine Squad. With several podium finishes
at international races in her favoured discipline of
slalom already under her belt, the Volkl sponsored
skier has now mirrored these outstanding
performances in SuperG. Despite the race season
having only just begun, the 16 year old has

managed to move into the top 5 in Britain following
an amazing race at the Europa Cup warm up in
Davos, Switzerland and a victory at the notoriously
difficult Caspoggio SuperG in early January.
These performances certainly point to a
promising future for the hard working Baggio,
who spent the summer working hard to balance
her skiing, school and fitness, and who will no
doubt be wowing the crowds again in Meribel
during March’s National Championships. With the
great results to date and more on the horizon,
Jayme was keen to thank those responsible for her
climb up the World Rankings “It’s been a
great start to the FIS season for me, but I couldn’t
have done it without the support from Volkl and
my other sponsors, and my coaches who have
pushed me forwards in all disciplines.”

Atomic supports Snowsport’s rising star
Atomic have announced that they are to support the British Children Teams newest member, Max Moss, for the
coming two seasons. As an official sponsor of the Ambition Race Academy based youngster, Atomic will provide
Max, 11, with Slalom, Giant Slalom and Speed skis, along with boots, bindings, luggage and protection. The
famous Austrian brand already support Britains top speed skier, Findlay Mickel, along with numerous
World Cup stars, and are looking to build on the companies famous winning heritage by supporting the
British scene.
Max was thrilled to get on board as a signed up member of the Atomic UK Team, saying “ With
the tough competition in racing, its crucial that I use the right equipment. I’ve always got on well
with Atomic, and moving onto their new boot this season has really helped me already. The kit
looks really good and I’m looking forward to being part of their winning team! I’m really greatful
to Jason Summerfield and the rest of the Atomic staff for their support so far, and hoping to do
my best for them this season.”
Max, who has started the season off with a victory in the BARSC giant slalom, will be racing
throughout the 2008 season as a member of the Ambition Race Team, and will be representing
Great Britain at several events this year. The Atomic equipment he will be using, as he looks to
continue his winning streak, will be available in all good ski shops across the UK, including Ski Bartlett,
who also sponsor Max.

Skiers using their mobile phones abroad could
return home to an unwelcome surprise - an
avalanche of extortionate mobile phone bills.
The solution to this costly problem is GO-SIM, a
prepaid international SIM card, which travellers
simply swap with their existing SIM. GO-SIM
enables them to make and receive calls both
locally, and back to the UK, for a lot less than the
standard UK network providers.
With UK networks charging as much as
£1.75 per minute to ring the UK from abroad, a
quick call back home every day could set phone
users back hundreds of pounds within just a
week. Asking friends, relatives and colleagues in
the UK to make the call is a false economy, as
some networks charge as much as £1.30 per
minute to receive a call, and the UK caller is
charged for the call too.
With GO-SIM, text messages are free to
receive in the 140 countries where the SIM card
works. Incoming calls are free in over 50
countries, and calls back to the UK and local
calls start from just 22 pence per minute.
Visitors to the Alps for example can expect to
save over 50% during a typical week’s usage.
GO-SIM sales director, Penny Roberts,
commented: “Any which way you look at it, GOSIM makes financial sense. So whether
travelling abroad for business or pleasure, it’s
only natural to take your mobile phone. By using
the GO-SIM card, you can be rest assured you
won’t be ‘piste’ off when you return home to
your phone bill. ”
For more information about GO-SIM, please
visit www.gosim.com
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Ski-daddle off this winter with Thomsonfly Low cost flights
Salzburg from £22.99 one-way
Located on the banks of the Salzach River with a stunning alpine peak backdrop,
Salzburg offers the ultimate ski break destination. With over 30 ski resorts within
one hour of Salzburg, and a range of accommodation and ski packages available
on www.thomsonfly.com it has never been easier to ‘build your own’ break! Up to
17 flights per week departing from Manchester, Bournemouth, Coventry,
Doncaster Sheffield and London Gatwick. Flights from Bournemouth,
Doncaster Sheffield and London Gatwick commence in December.

Grenoble from £27.99 one-way
Surrounded by the Alps’ Dauphine region, and with Isere, Savoie and Haute-Savoie
ski regions within easy reach, many of Grenoble’s ski slopes are situated on the

glacier, worth a trip in its own right. From Savoie’s La Plagne resort, which is ideal
for beginners, to Val Thorens snowboarding heaven, Grenoble offers an excellent
base from which to explore the slopes. Flights departing from Bournemouth
and Coventry start from 22nd December 2008.

Geneva from £22.99 one-way
Considered by many to be the Rolls Royce of European skiing, Switzerland offers
many top quality ski resorts and Geneva has the added benefit of a beautiful
setting next to the Lake. The attractive area between Geneva and Mont Blanc
includes four charming traditional resorts - Morillon, Samoëns, Sixt-Fer-à-Cheval
and Les Carroz - and the more modern resort of Flaine.
Up to 5 flights per week departing from Doncaster Sheffield.

Racer Ready has looked
through all the pictures taken
during the dry slope season,
and based on this has tried to
determine what was the best
equipment used during the
summer 2007 Artificial season.
Based on all the national races,
from club nationals up to the
International races including
the Celtic Cup and Grand Prix
races, this is the first time this
report has been compiled. By
using the same point scoring
system that is used on the
World Cup (100 points for first
place down to 1 point for
thirtieth place) it will show what
the top kit is! Unlike other
magazines that give opinions,
this report gives facts!

www.racer-ready.co.uk

Photo credit: Racer Ready

End of season –

SKIS
It is no surprise given the increased brand awareness and support that Dynastar have put into racing that
they have quite comfortably scored the most points and have the most point scoring racers! With both
Benn Hall (winner of the All England, Europeans and seven other races this summer) and Rachel Adcock
(winner of seven races including the British) both using Dynastar skis to power themselves to victory,
Dynastar had a massive points differential to second placed Salomon! Not only did Dynastar score the
most points but they also had the most racers on their skis, 96 compared to Fischer the next most popular
with 78! With 13 different brands registering points through the summer, the popularity of brands was
recognised in the number of skiers and points won by the skiers!
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direct to the white stuff
During the flight booking process at www.thomsonfly.com customers can also
pre-book meals, travel insurance, seating and baggage options, plus other special
service requests. Skis and snowboards must be pre-booked onto flights at a cost
£15 each way and are carried in the aircraft’s hold. This can be done in the
booking process as the flight is being booked. Transfers, accommodation, airport
parking and foreign exchange can also be booked on the ‘travel extras’ section of
the website.
For further information and to book flights visit www.thomsonfly.com or call
0870 1900 737. The prices quoted are correct at the time of going to press
and are subject to availability. Prices quoted are one-way fares including
taxes and charges.
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Head makes major effort to fight climate change
Head N.V. has entered an alliance with the global environmental charity, Cool
Earth. The partnership will result in a worldwide environmental program – the
first of its kind for a sporting goods company. “Keeping carbon where it
belongs is the only way to fight climate change,” said Frank Field, Co-Founder
of Cool Earth. “We are delighted to pioneer a new model of environmental
responsibility, and with Head on board we will address this on a global scale.”
Head is the first sporting goods company to “supercharge” its carbon
responsibility. The company’s CEO, Johan Eliasch, partnered with Field to start
Cool Earth and has made it part of the company’s mission to fight global
warming. Head is committed to saving over 7,000 acres/28 km2 (per year) of
mature rainforest from destruction — which equals the size of more than
100,000 tennis courts or 7,000 American football fields.
For more information visit www.coolearth.org or www.head.com

best of the kit!
BOOTS
In the boot category, while Salomon had the most
users, Nordica came out on top with most points.
The Nordica Doberman has been the boot of
choice for many over the years and is recognised
as the top level boot for those wanting the
ultimate control through their feet! While Salomon
had almost twice as many users, the quality
versus quantity argument was won by Nordica
with Atomic coming in a distant third in both the
men’s and ladies category!

THE RACERS
As for the racers, the top point scoring athletes
were Benn Hall in the men with over 1500 points
and Alessia Thomas Jackson in the women’s
races! Hall was comfortably ahead of the next best
cumulative points scored, Andy Roose, yet on
average points scored was behind an unbeaten
David Ryding (5 wins) and Marc Telling: Hall
scored an average of 79.85 from his 20 finishes
(meaning an average finishing of almost second
place in all his finishes!) compared to Telling’s
80.00 from his 9 finishes! In the girl’s races,
Jayme Baggio went through the season unbeaten
yet at most of the races she had a battle on her
hands with Gemma Harris who finished with the
second best average (88.57) yet both were way
behind Alessia Thomas Jackson and Rachel
Adcock in terms of accumulated points! Despite
not taking part in that many races Abby Clifford
and Charlotte Evans both scored consistently to
average over 60 points (equivalent to a 3rd place
finish!) Alice Thelwell placed third in terms of
points scored.

THE CLUBS!
While LSERSA X won the Inter Regional and Pendle A won the Club dual slalom at the All England, the only
time on the calendar that the clubs race against each other, who was the most successful club in terms of
their racers scoring the most points? Amongst the men the number of racers racing under the Cardiff
banner saw the club score the most points by just 100 points from Pendle. Cardiff had two more racers
score points than the best of the English Clubs (19 against 17) and this proved crucial in the final tally of
points scored! Wycombe Phoenix took third with just nine point scoring racers ahead of Arrows with just 5
racers that scored points, including Benn Hall with his massive 1597 points! In the race for top women’s
club, Gloucester managed to edge out Cardiff by 150 points and with four fewer racers scoring points!
Arrows, with only two racers scoring points, Rachel Adcock and Alice Thelwell, took third ahead of
Wycombe and the Scottish Ski Club taking fourth and fifth. With Hemel finishing seventh in both categories,
it remains to be seen how their numbers will be affected next summer as building work starts on the slope
to make it an indoor slope!
Overall Cardiff had the most racers and also scored the most points in the Celtic Cup, Grand Prix races,
Club Nationals and the Internationals at the end of the season. Arrows, despite the upheaval of having no
home slope for the last few years yet now train at Rossendale, took second with Wycombe taking third
ahead of Gloucester and Pendle. When it came to looking at the average points won per racer, Arrows were
comfortably ahead of Chatham with Wycombe taking the third spot ahead of Swansea and Gloucester!

HELMETS

STICKS

The third category looked at was that of headwear and
helmets! This year sees two helmet manufacturers
providing kit for the British team yet it is Scott, the
traditional suppliers who have this market almost sewn
up! With 47% of the point scoring users and over 65%
of the points scored, Scott are still the helmet of choice
for the top racers! With Cebe and Uvex now supplying
helmet to the British team, how long will it be before
they start to make inroads into this domination of the
helmet category? SH+, imported by MyCoal, just edged
out Briko for the second most successful product in the
category while Briko had a slight edge on numbers!
Uvex and Cebe took fourth and seventh in the success
category and fourth and ninth in the popularity stakes!

The last category that was researched was
that of sticks. Again, it was the success of
being part of the British Alpine Ski Team
pool that helped Scott become the
dominant brand in the category with over
53% of the point scoring users and 61% of
the points scored! While Leki, now the
suppliers to the British Alpine Ski Team,
were the second most successful points
scoring brand they slipped to third behind
Swix in terms of number of points scoring
users! It will be interesting to see if use by
the British team will affect the number of
users next summer for Leki!
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Skiing in Spain?
More commonly associated with summer holidays and high temperatures, Spain
is not somewhere most of us would immediately associate with skiing and snowy
mountains. But head inland from the blue skies and sandy beaches and you’ll soon
discover uncrowded yet modern resorts run by friendly, welcoming people with
hotels and food to die for.

S

pain’s largest ski group, Aramon, runs
three resorts in the Pyrenees, including
Formigal, Spain’s largest as well as two
resorts near Teruel. The name Formigal
may ring bells with some readers from
the days when it was popular with UK skiers in the
80s but since then it has more than doubled in size
and has a total skiable area of 137km with a good
range of levels of slopes spread over four interlinked valleys.
Aramon, which also owns the two resorts of
Javalambre and Valdelinares, inland from Valencia, is
half owned by the Aragon government and half
owned by the Ibercaja bank and has invested 120
million Euros in the past four years on improving,

RESORT FACTS
• 258 km of skiable pistes and itineraries, the
largest area in Spain
• 202 km ski runs of all levels, adapted for every
type of skier.
• 72 ski lifts with the capacity to transport
91,405 skiers per hour.
• 1,060 snow cannons to guarantee excellent
snow throughout the whole season.
• 84 km covered by artificial snow systems.
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CERLER (Max 2,630m, Min 1,500m)
16 February
1 March

Telemark Festival
Marzuolus Cerler Snowboard
Contest

PANTICOSA (Max 2,220m, Min 1,500m)
16-17 February Tijuana Ski Test
8-9 March
Panticosa Combined Trophy
14-16 March
Panticosa Gran Prix (FIS)
JAVALAMBRE (Max 2,000, Min 1,775m)
23 February

Javalambre Social Slalom

VALDELINARES (Max 2,024m, Min 1,700m)
8 March

Little Park Tour

S P A C E

13-15 February TTR World Snowboard Tour
22 February
Alpine Junior World Ski
Championship 2008
13 March
Nikita 4 Seasons for female
boarders

T H I S

FORMIGAL (Max 2,250m, Min 1,500m)
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modernising and expanding its facilities.
Formigal now has two snowparks, a bump ski
run, as well as four freeride itineraries and two crosscountry circuits. The resort offers snowbike,
boardercross, snowshoeing, snowmobiles and dogsled racing.
This season Formigal hosted numerous events
including The TTR World Snowboard Tour on 13, 14
and 15 February and the Alpine Junior World Ski
Championship 2008 which started on 22 February.
In the same valley as Formigal, just a 15 minute
drive away, is the Aramon resort of Panticosa. A
friendly, family resort, Panticosa has a gondola which
takes skiers from the heart of the village up to the
slopes.
Further east we find Cerler, with the longest
vertical drops in the central Pyrenees and plenty of
red and black runs through pine forests.
The snowpark, which opened last season, was
such a hit that it has been expanded and improved
with several new jumps and rails.
If you happen to be spending a winter break on
the Spanish Mediterranean coast the resorts of
Javalambre and Valdelinares are just over an hour
inland from Valencia. While smaller and with no black
runs these resorts are perfect for a day’s skiing or for
those who want to practise or improve their style.
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Kvitavatn, Norway, March 29 – 5 April 2008
Who is the course for?
Alpine skiers who wish to add Telemarking
to their downhill skills.
Cross-country skiers who wish to improve
their skills, whether their interests are in
touring, racing or free-heel downhill.
What will we be doing?
Mornings will consist of skills training in
groups of similar ability. Afternoons will
include a range of fun activities.
Some of the instructors:
Andy Stewart – qualified BASI Telemark
Instructor and a Senior Tutor for Snowsport
England.
Ian Johnston – a Snowsport England
Nordic Downhill Coach holding a Mountain
instructor Award.

How much does it cost?
Coaching costs are £275 for the week.
SSE Club members and early booking
discounts available. Flights, transfer,
accommodation and meals can be arranged
independently or through Exodus/Waymark
at a cost of approx £535.
How do I book?
Helen Bell (Snowsport England)
Tel 01274 875680 or
email Helen@hebell.fsnet.co.uk
More details shortly on:
www.ssenordic.org.uk
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GB Skier Emma Lonsdale makes
X Games Superpipe Final
British Skier Em Lonsdale (23) has made the 12 woman
entry list for the toughest ski Halfpipe competition on the
planet - ESPN’s X Games. Em who started her skiing
career at Kendal ski centre is now based in Mammoth in
the USA over the winter months. Em is extremely excited
by the challenge as it is the first time she has gained
entry to the event. She is Britain’s top Halfpipe skier
having won the British Championships on a number of
occasions as well as podiuming in US and European
events and has been selected to compete for GB in
World Cup Halfpipe. Em would like to thank her sponsors
Fat Face and Movement without whose help she
wouldn’t have reached the final.
Entry to X Games is strictly by invitation and includes
the best riders in their featured disciplines. The event
took place in Aspen, Colorado, USA.

Emily Sarsfield
gets protected
with POC!
Big Bear Sports begin one of their next ventures as UK
distributors of the unique Swedish armoured clothing
company POC. Specialising in protective ski/board
equipment including helmets, spine protectors, gloves
and eye wear, the superior products are simple, stylish
and have been a big hit around the alpine and freestyle
circuits worldwide. Furthermore, POC are official
suppliers to both the US and Swedish ski pools,
sponsoring top US alpine racer Julia Mancuso.
Big Bear Sports and POC are proud to support Emily
Sarsfield, Britain’s No.1 Ski Cross Skier with protective
clothing. The extreme freestyle event of Ski Cross is the
ultimate downhill race. With head to head battles on the
way down the highly technical obstacle course, the
ultimate ski race to put protective clothing to its test!
Emily was thrilled to get on board with POC and Big
Bear Sports, saying “Ski Cross is pretty extreme and it
is essential I have good quality protective clothing.
Having Big Bear and POC support me is brilliant and
puts my mind at rest for those big crashes I am bound
to face, and what’s better still, the slick style of POC will
mean I look good too!”
POC is now being introduced to the UK and will be
on sale in various locations. To find out where to get the
best protective equipment around, take a look at
www.bigbear.co.uk; and to follow Emily’s season,
check out her website www.emilysarsfield.com
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British Skiers go for
World Cup glory
he weekend of 12/13th of Jan saw the
opening World Cups for both Ski Cross
and Halfpipe skiing in Les Contamines,
France. Les Contamines has held the
opening events of the World Cup season for the
past six years providing some of the biggest
crowds of the tour. British skiers have traditionally
achieved their best results on the Les Contamines
courses and confidence and hopes were high.
In the men’s event, experience proved to be
gold-worthy as Tomas Kraus (CZE), the new comer
in the Salomon Skier-X Team and 2007 FIS World
Champion, took the honours ahead of Casey
Puckett and Stanley Hayer. Tomas claimed his
first victory this season and will be the great
favourite this week for the next World Cup in Flaine,
France.
In the ladies’ race, Salomon star Ophelie David
(FRA), four-time ski cross FIS World Cup winner,
continued her winning ways, claiming her 8th World
Cup victory. Hedda Berndtsen of Norway, the 2001
St. Anton Worlds Slalom bronze medalist, took
second in her career’s third World Cup Skier-X,
ahead of young and talented Salomon team-mate
Meryl Boulangeat. After Karin Huttary’s great victory
last week in the Tignes Air Waves (she also finished
5th in Les Contamines), the girls from the Saab
Salomon Crossmax Team confirmed their
domination.
Team GB was there in force with their biggest
team of the year listing 11 of the countries top

T

athletes in Ski Cross and Halfpipe, supported by
four coaching staff.
The Ski Cross took place on the 12th of Jan on
the Mountain, skiers qualify through a time trial
before reaching the knock out stages when they
will launch, four at a time down a terrifying course
of big jumps, gaps and berms (banked walls).
Stakes are high as this is a new discipline at
the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Games with
qualifying starting in 2008. The field was tough
with the Americans and Canadians sending over
their strongest ever teams packed with X Games
finalists and winners. The day started with a
snowfall, the conditions didn’t improve throughout
the day with poor visibility hampering the skiers.
The bigger teams were able to cope best with
spotters to feed information back to the skiers and
the wax technicians at the top of the hill. The Brits
on a shoestring had no National support and were
to suffer because of it. Britain was represented in
the women’s event by Emily Sarsfield (Atomic)
who reached the knock out stages in 2006 and
Sarah Sauvey (Blizzard) who recently switched
nationality from Australia and who took 12th place
at the 2007 World Championships. On a
horrendously difficult course the Brits struggled,
three athletes were hospitalised in training alone.
Sarah Sauvey suffered a back injury on a difficult
landing but struggled on to complete a difficult
course in 25th. Emily finished one place above in
24th in a depleted field. The aim is to position in
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As Ski Cross as now been announced as an
Olympic sport for the 2010 Vancouver games,
there are now more and more events available
to compete in. This increase in events at FIS
level will make it easier for skiers to start
competing at Ski Cross. Outside of the
increasingly popular ski cross World Cup circuit
and Europa Cup circuit there are now 8 events
which are valid for Ski Cross FIS points. To
compete in FIS Ski Cross events a FIS Freestyle
licence from Snowsport GB is needed.
Beyond the FIS events there is a strong
Swiss Ski Cross series and an Italian Ski Cross
series which are open events. These provide a
great route into the sport.
Skiers with a background in Alpine Racing
or moguls are ideally suited to Ski Cross and
with the Vancouver Games approaching, now is
the perfect time to take up the sport. For more
information on anything to do with Ski Cross,
contact Ian Findlay, Ski Cross co-ordinator on
ian_findlay@hotmail.co.uk
the top 16 qualifiers for women as this gets you
into the four woman knockout rounds.
In the men’s Angus Morison (Stokli, Taggerbags
and Scott USA) was looking to make the knockout
stages after coming so close in 2007. Craig
Robinson (Dynastar) a recent Alpine convert made
his World Cup debut. Craig finished an excellent
48th in his first event with Angus taking 61st in a
field of 86 – neither made the knockout rounds of
the top 32. Once through to the knockout stages
the competition becomes much more tactical with
the need for a heightened pack racing sense, fast
start and the ability to block other’s lines.
The Halfpipe took place on the 13th of Jan with
the final at night in front of a massive crowd of
thousands close to the centre of the village. The
British contingent read like a who’s who of British
Park and Pipe. Murray Buchan (Volkl), Richard
continued on page 16

16

THE

piste

Tomas Kraus
continued from page 15
Martin (Atomic) and James Machon (Line,
Vist Bindings, Moah Clothing, Smith Optics, Junki
Gear, Ski Club of GB, Lafarge) all achieved Top 15
results at 2007s World Junior Champs and are joined
by James Woods (Salomon)and James Webb (Atomic)
for their first World level competition. The women were
headed up by World Cup star and former British
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Champion Shelley Jones. Becky Hammond (Head,
Animal, Zeal Optics, Ellis Brigham, Pow Gloves)made
her first World Cup start having been unable to
compete in 2006/7 due to injury. In the mens James
Machon continued his World Juniors form taking 22nd
place with a technical run of grabs and spins, James
Webb followed close behind with great air out of the
pipe and 24th place, Scott Murray Buchan was one
place behind at 25th, Richard Martin flared in his run
to gain 26th and James Woods in 37th after falling in a
field of 43. The majority of the mens GB riders are in
their mid teens and much younger than the seasoned
riders taking part, this bodes well for the future as they
get stronger and more experienced. The next
challenge is to qualify for the last 16 and then finally to
podium.
In the women’s Halfpipe, the GB women both put
down fantastic runs in a field that was essentially a list
of the best female riders in the World and included X
Games Champion Sarah Burke and US open champion
Jen Hudak. Becky took 13th place and Shelley 14th
being split by the width of a sheet of paper.
The coaching staff include experienced World Cup
Coaches Simon Ashton (Atomic, Salomon, Rip Curl)
and Andy Bennet (The North Face, Line Skis, Oakley
eyewear, Ellis Brigham, Grenade, Bawbags). Support
staff included GB TD Iain Mackay (Salomon) and
Robert Machon.

Zermatt announces new lifts, runs and snowmaking
Zermatt, which managed to increase snowfall and
thus business last winter when lower resorts had a
‘challenging season’, has announced a host of new
lifts and runs.
In the Sunnegga sector, the old - Findeln Breitboden double chair lift will be replaced by a
detachable quad with heated seats next winter. This
new chair lift, which is costing 13m Swiss Francs to
install, will have a passenger capacity of 2,000 people
per hour and an underground station on Sunnegga.
A second new lift is being erected in the Stockhorn

region to ensure the downhill run here remains
accessible even after the closure of the Hohtälli Stockhorn cable railway. The Hohtälli - Rote Nase
cable railway and the Triftij ski lift will also remain in
service.
To replace the Gornergrat - Hohtälli cable railway a
new intermediate (red) ski run is being built from
Hohtälli to Kellensee. This new connection will not only
dramatically reduce transfer times, but will also
significantly improve accessibility to the Gornergrat
and Matterhorn glacier sectors.

NEWS IN BRIEF
TUNNEL CREATES NEW SKI LINK
AT MONTGENEVRE
A new tunnel for skiers and boarders will
open this winter at Montgenevre in France,
which is located on the Italian border and
shares the giant Via Lattea (Milky Way) ski
domain with half a dozen Italian resorts
including the 2006 Olympic venues of
Sestriere, Sauze D’Oulx and Sansicario.
The new tunnel will allow skiers to go
directly from the ski runs in the village
centre over to the Chalmettes gondola
without needing to cross the main road.
It is the latest move in a series of area
enhancements which last winter saw the
opening of a beautiful wooden ski bridge
which now links the Chalvet side of the ski
area to the Tremplin side with the new
Grand Bois run over national road 94
creating an easy entry in to the French
section of the Milky Way.

UPPER TERMINAL OF WORLD’S
HIGHEST SIX SEATER COMPLETE
Winter Park in Colorado is reporting that
construction work on the top terminal of
the resort’s new Panoramic Express sixseater chairlift has been completed.
Workers are now landscaping the area
around the top station of the $8m lift, doing
much of the work by hand due to the
delicate eco structure in the area.
The Leitner-POMA built lift will be the
highest, high-speed six seater chair in the
world when it opens for next season.
In addition to the new lift, two new
intermediate trails are being created.
Johnstone Junction, Willett’s Way, and
Kinnikinnic are being enhanced to make
the tree skiing even better.

ENGELBERG EXPANDS
SNOWMAKING
Despite having year round snow on its
glacier, the Titlis Rotair Cableway company
at Engelberg have invested 8.5 Million
Swiss Francs (5.3 Million EURO) in new
artificial snow-making machines over the
past three years.
The spend means that for the first time
the resort’s full 2000m (7000ft) vertical has
snowmaking cover over its full 12km (7.5
mile) descent. In total 41km (26 miles) of
ski-runs now have snowmaking cover.

SIX SEATER CHAIR FOR MERIBEL
Meribel in the world’s largest ski area,
France’s Three Valleys, is building a new
six-seater high speed chairlift ready for the
coming winter. The chair will replace the
second section of the Tougnete gondola lift
in order to provide a larger carrying
capacity and avoid having to take skis off
at the mid-station.
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4X4 IN FOCUS: KIA SORENTO
any families travel by road on annual
skiing trips, those who have family
members who race (with all the
equipment required) sometimes find it easier to
travel by road.
French resorts are only a short drive away,
either via the tunnel or sea ferry. Whatever way
you travel, or where, many more vehicles are now
available to give you safety, economy and comfort
in the SUV class.
One such is the revamped Kia Sorento, still at
the forefront of the SUV sector which has recently
clinched a second successive top spot in the 4x4
category of the J D Power and Associates
Customer Satisfaction survey to add to its Towcar
of the Year 2006 award and, just announced, a
class winner in the 2008 Towcar of the Year
awards from the Caravan Club and Best 4x4 in
2005 award from 4x4 magazine, now offers more
of everything
The revised 2.5-litre turbodiesel and new 3.3litre V6 petrol engines deliver improved
performance; suspension modifications provide a
better balance of ride and handling; safety is
enhanced with state-of-the-art accident-avoidance
features; there is a contemporary new look; more
luxury car options become available; and there are
smarter trim materials in a higher-quality cabin.
Yet prices have been held, which means the
range again starts at just £19,995.
The revised model uses the same body panels
as the original car. But new front and rear
bumpers, projection-style headlamps, tail lights
and body mouldings give it a more elegant and
modern appearance without representing such a
total change that the excellent residual values of
the original Sorento would be damaged. The
overall length has increased by just 20mm as a
result of the new bumpers.
With diesel models accounting for an everincreasing percentage of sales, the revisions to
Kia’s acclaimed 2.5-litre, four-cylinder, 16-valve
common-rail engine create scope for improved
market penetration. Now fitted with an electricallyactuated variable geometry turbocharger for even
more flexible performance, the engine gains 21%
more power (now 168bhp) and 25% more torque
(392Nm at just 2000rpm).
This helps reduce the 0-62mph time by 2.6
seconds, while combined fuel consumption is a

M

highly respectable 35.8mpg, subject to official
ratification. The engine now meets Euro IV
emissions standards.
A new 3.3-litre V6 petrol engine will replace the
former 3.5-litre unit at the start ol 2007, and has
an extra 48bhp, trimming its 0-62mph time to 8.9
seconds
The diesel is available with five-speed manual
or automatic gearboxes, while the V6 will be sold
only as an automatic. Higher top gear ratios in both
gearboxes reduce cruising noise levels, and the
automatic also features Kia’s Sports Mode, allowing
manual override of gear changes.
The ladder-frame chassis and dual-frame body
construction of the Sorento have earned praise
since launch, but Kia has retuned the springs and
dampers of the fully-independent suspension to
give a smoother ride.
The Sorento continues to be available with
selectable or full-time four-wheel-drive systems. A
low ratio gearbox assists in severe off-roading
conditions.
There will be three trim levels - XE, XS and XT all with improved occupant safety features. Active
head restraints which protect against whiplash
injury, front seat-belt pretensioners and a
passenger airbag cut-off switch are fitted as
standard and ESP stability control is added to the
standard specification of range-topping XT models.
ESP automatically corrects potential skids by
braking one or more wheels and, if necessary,
reducing engine power.
An audible reversing aid is also now offered to

help reduce the risk of parking knocks.
Twin front and full-length curtain airbags are
standard.
The quality of the interior is raised through a
new centre stack and floor console, a neater
control layout and higher-quality materials. The XE
comes with grey cloth, the XS grey leather and the
top specification XT black leather.
The centre stack now houses dual-zone air
conditioning, an audio with CD player and MP3
compatibility and on the XT a CD autochanger
facility.
Reshaped backrests on the front seats increase
legroom and comfort for passengers travelling in
the rear.
Six turbodiesel versions of the refreshed Kia
Sorento in three trim grades (XE, XS and XT) are on
sale plus the sole petrol V6 in range-topping XT.
See more on www.kia.co.uk

PRICES AND INSURANCE GROUPS
2.5CRDJXE
2.5 CRDi XE auto
2.5CRDJXE-C
2.5 CRDi XE-C auto
2.5 CRDi XS
2.5 CRDi XS auto
2.5 CRDi XT
2.5 CRDi XT auto
3.3 CRDi XT auto
Metallic / Mica

£19,995
£21,230
£18,670
£19,909
£23,045
£24,230
£25,045
£26,230
£26,135
£390

12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12

EasyJet to maintain 1 bag rule
The Government recently announced that on 7 January 2008, the restriction
of one piece of hand luggage will be lifted at 22 of the UK’s airports. This will
leave 40 key commercial* airports with the one bag rule still in place,
including easyJet bases at Belfast, Bristol, East Midlands, Liverpool and
Luton. In addition, some of the BAA airports, notably Gatwick, have applied
to the CAA for a price increase.
To minimise customer confusion and avoid unnecessary increases in
fares, easyJet has decided to maintain its policy of allowing each UK
departing passenger to carry one piece of hand baggage (dimensions up to
55x40x20cm with an unlimited weight allowance). Passengers are advised

to check www.easyJet.com for more information on baggage allowances,
but can be assured that by following this simple policy, they can continue
with their journey as normal.
Andy Harrison, easyJet’s Chief Executive, commented: “There is massive
scope for customer confusion in an environment where UK airports are
adopting different policies. The only way to maintain a simple and standard
policy is to maintain our one bag policy. Also some of the major BAA airports
are using the relaxation of the one bag rule as a pretext to further increase
passenger charges. They increased charges when the restriction was
introduced and now they want to increase charges again to remove it!”
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British Universities Dryslope Cham
The morning of 9th November 2008 opened to hordes of students
congregating at Hillend Dryslope, Edinburgh. Some had travelled
through the night from far-flung places such as Plymouth, whilst others
from local universities had simply managed to crawl out of bed in time
for the early start. They had all gathered for one reason: to have a
brilliant weekend at the British Universities Dryslope Championships
(BUDS). As the largest dryslope competition in the world, expectations
were off the scale.
The snowboard competitions kicked off with Giant Slalom; the male
race consisted of 1 run each, over 200 competitors, and a single title of
British University Snowboard Slalom Champion up for grabs. Well done
to Ed Boon and Ellie Slade who took both the male and female trophies
home for Kent University. Following their exhilarating run, a large
number of competitors headed off to the snowflex kickers to warm up in
preparation for the upcoming Slopestyle contest.
The competition was run as a jam session, with the course
consisting of a wide box and a more challenging up-rail in parallel, a
high up-flat rail and finally the snowflex kicker, where music and
commentaries blasted out from the Redbull DJ truck. As the day’s
activities drew to a close, the competitors and spectators headed off for
a night of partying at City nightclub, where the Urban Knights did a
fantastic job of entertaining the crowds!

The snowboard competitions on Saturday kicked off with the top 64
males and 30 females from the slalom going head-to-head in a dual
Boarder-X. The challenging course involved racing round poles and over
some well-placed kickers, and saw more than its fair share of friendly
skirmishes throughout. Much respect is given to Mark Wheatley and
Carla McGlynn who successfully managed to wrestle their way to the
podium! Unfortunately for some, the weekend culminated in a clash of
two snowboarding events; the eagerly anticipated Team Dual Slalom
and the crowd pleasing Big Air. As usual, the Team Slalom involved a lot
of controversy, high-speed crashes and excitement with Durham
University beating Manchester in the final to take the title. The Big Air
saw a wide variety of tricks including spins and inverts, with the top
riders going through to the Pro Am final with the Rome team. As the
competitions drew to a close the students headed off to the ball for the
prize giving, astonished that a weekend at BUDS had passed without
torrential rain or gale force winds.
Sunday morning saw all the students heading off to their various
locations across the country, in different modes of transports. However,
there was only thought on everyone’s mind; bring on April and the Main
Event in Saalbach, Austria.
For full results and more information visit www.buscevents.com.
Thanks to BUSC and Stevie McKenna for kindly donating the photos.

GB team revealed
In December, following the selection camp in Saas Fee,
Snowsport GB announced the 2007/8 British snowboard teams.
The individual teams include the World Cup Snowboardcross
Team, World Cup Halfpipe Team, Freestyle Team, Snowboardcross
team and the Junior Snowboard Squad. Recurring big names
include Olympians, Lesley McKenna, Dan Wakeham and Zoe
Gillings, who is currently ranked an impressive 6th in the world for
Boardercross. Others include Ben Kilner and Angus Leith who put
on impressive performances alongside Dan, on the snowflex
quarter pipe at the British Ski and Snowboard show at GMex
Manchester. Dan has a new Head pro model for the 2007/8
season, featuring patriotic graphics (www.ridehead.com). There
are also new names on the exclusive GB list and we wish the
entire team the very best of luck for the upcoming season.
World Cup Snowboardcross Team
Zoe Gillings, James Foster, Ivy Taylor
World Cup Halfpipe Team
Dan Wakeham, Ben Kilner, Sam Cullum, Angus Leith, Lesley
McKenna
Freestyle Team
Dom Harrington, Jack Shackelton, Kate Foster, Laura Berry,
Mathew Neilson, Laura Hill
Snowboardcross team
Vickie Pullin, Tamsin Evans, Tim McGregor, Matthew Higgin,
Michael Arrowsmith
Junior Snowboard Squad
Oliver Jackson, Dean Horsfield, James Smith, Luke Tomlinson,
Samuel Turnbull, Will Smith, Lewis Courtier-Jones, Henry
Shackelton, Aimee Fuller, Mark Raper
For more information on the teams visit www.snowsportgb.com.
Thanks to Snowsport GB for providing the images of the team.
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THE INTERVIEW ANTTI AUTTI
DATE OF BIRTH:15/03/1985
STANCE: regular
SPONSORS: Flow, Billabong, Giro, Dakine,
Kustom, Rockstar, GSM-Suomi
FAVOURITE SPOT?
It’s still Ruka in Finland, 21/2 hours driving from
home. There is always lots of snow and my
friends are there too.
FAVOURITE TRICK?
Method and switch back
FAVOURITE SNOWBOARDER?
Nicolas Muller. He’s a great guy and
snowboarder.

North Degrees
On the 9th December students from a selection
of northern universities, including Manchester
and York, gathered at Sheffield Ski Village for the
first North Degrees competition. Qualification for
the freestyle final consisted of an hour-long jam
session, which took place in the snowflex fun
park on the kicker and corner. Standards varied,
with tricks ranging from straight airs to 540’s.
Team racing followed the big air qualification,
with Sheffield University beating local rivals
Sheffield Hallam to claim the title.
Competitors and spectators tucked into
burgers from the barbeque as the freestyle
finalists were announced. Robyn Grant landed a
large indy grab to secure 1st place in the
women’s competition. 540’s were the trick of
choice for most of the male riders on their 1st of
2 runs. Paul Smart upped the ante in his 2nd run
just failing to land a large 720 over the corner
jump, whilst Charlie Rowland took it a notch
higher by attempting a back flip. Josh Haile
narrowly beat Rhys Evans to take 1st place,
demonstrating the smooth style which gained
him 2nd place at this years BUDS Big Air. As
darkness drew in the students retired to the bar
for prize giving, local bands and beer.

Results
Team Slalom: Sheffield University
Big Air Male: Josh Haile
Big Air Female: Robyn Grant

BEST RESULTS?
It’s got to be winning the X Games in 2006 and
ranking 2nd overall on the 2007 TTR World
Snowboarding tour.
TTR OBJECTIVES FOR THE COMING SEASON?
To win the 6* events and the 5* in Innsbruck.
THE RIDER WHO MADE YOU WANT TO
SNOWBOARD WHEN YOU STARTED?
I’ve been riding that long, I don’t remember.
FAVOURITE ACTIVITIES APART FROM
SNOWBOARDING?
I love watching movies, especially Tarantino,
he’s a talented guy. I’ve tried surfing and I
paddleboard a lot too.

THE WORST HASSLE DURING A TRIP?
There are so many. But I think the first time in
Japan is the most unforgettable due to the
difference in cultures. I’ve been there 7 times,
so I’m used to it now.
YOUR BIGGEST FEAR?
Flights and turbulence more than
snowboarding. Snowboarding you can control.
Extreme snowboarding is scary but the danger
is under my own control.
THE FUNNIEST STORY?
I was watching a Finnish ice skating
championship at home when all of a sudden,
one of the skaters just jumped over a river,
exactly like a snowboarder would do. It was
funny but pretty amazing too.
THE PLACE WHERE YOU WOULD LIKE TO
LIVE:
I’d like to live in Lapland, to go back home after
all this traveling. It is peaceful.
FAVOURITE WEBSITE:
The Finnish newspapers whilst I am abroad.
FAVOURITE MEAL:
Has to be Thai food.
YOUR PLAYLIST:
Motley Crue, Neil Young, Johnny Cash,
The clash
YOUR MOTTO:
Try to think positive

THE PERSON THAT INSPIRES YOU MOST
IN LIFE?
My brother.
WHICH OTHER SPORT WOULD YOU HAVE
DONE AT PRO LEVEL IF YOU HADN’T CHOSEN
SNOWBOARDING?
I’d have played Finnish baseball. I love that
game.
WHICH OTHER PROFESSION, EXCLUDING A
SPORTS ATHLETE, WOULD YOU BE DOING?
If I hadn’t become a pro snowboarder, I probably
would have finished school and then have gone
to the army. I’ve never really dreamed about any
particular job. Now I am older and I have the
experience of a pro snowboarder, I can see
myself being a coach for junior snowboarders
back home.

Anti Autti has splashed its creative cool over
trainers to give your foot that signature style:
The Antik is a vulcanised rubber outsole shoe,
leather upper. www.kustomfootwear.com
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Tom Allen caught up with
Dan Charlish, snowboarding founder
of Snow-Camp, to chat about the
charity, Xbox and fresh tracks.
Tell us a little bit about Snow-Camp and what it’s all about?
We set up Snow-Camp in 2003 as a new youth charity aiming to support
inner city young people. We wanted to try to use snowboarding and skiing,
combined with a youth focused life-skills course, to work with young people
who were disadvantaged or at risk in various ways, and who lived on inner
city estates across London.
What gave you the idea to start Snow-Camp and how did you get it
started?
The idea came about after a youth session with some young people in
Stockwell, south London back in 2003. There was a group playing
snowboarding games on the Xbox and it started a discussion about
snowboarding, how they would love to do it for real, but how this possibility
was clearly out of their reach.
How many people learnt to snowboard last year as a result of SnowCamp and how many are you hoping to teach this year?
We are still quite small as a charity in terms of numbers, but we are growing
and its moving in the right direction - last year we took a group of 60 young
people, and the coming Snow-Camp is taking 110 young people to the same
resort.
What else do the children get out of Snow-Camp besides learning to
snowboard?
I think the chance to experience another culture and country is very
beneficial, especially as the majority of the young people we work with have
never left the country before, some have hardly left London. Also I think they
get to meet young people from all over London, and see that they are similar
and can get on, which helps address the territorial bias shown by many
young people, at its worst in the gang culture we see across London today.
I noticed that you have been given a lot of support from key figures
such as the sports minister. How does this make you feel about the
project and the work you are doing?
We are continually shocked by the positive response of so many people to the
Snow-Camp project - the thanks list on the website goes on and on, and we
really couldn’t do this without the generosity and support we receive from so
many different areas. Whether it’s kit from the ski and snowboard companies,
donations from individuals, grants from the few funders brave enough to
support us, or verbal support from key people like the Sports Minister, it all
helps immensely, and ultimately enables us to offer this opportunity to more
inner city young people.
You have recently set up Snow-Camp London, which involves taking
disadvantaged children to dry slopes. Where do you see Snow-Camps
going in the future?
Yeah the Snow-camp London project has been really exciting, we are working
with Snowsport England to use dry slopes and snowdomes to offer a similar
project to young people but based in this country and run over evenings and
weekends. And after that, who knows, maybe Snow-Camp Manchester,
Snow-Camp Birmingham, Snow-Camp Liverpool and maybe a massive chalet
full of young people from all over the country for the whole season out in the
French Alps!
And finally, you are obviously a keen snowboarder, where’s your
favourite place to ride and what is your preferred style of riding?
I have always loved the French Alps, largely due to working a season in
Meribel. Right now I’m still coming down from the perfect 4 days in Les 2
Alpes last week. There was loads of powder, we did some good hikes and got
some great first tracks.
For more information and to offer your support: www.snow-camp.co.uk
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Where are they now!
Following our special interviews with Michael Walchhofer, Julia Mancuso and Chemmy
Alcott, we said we would catch up with them later in the season. Well we are now around
the halfway point of the current World Cup season, so how are they doing. At the time of
writing end February 2008:

MICHI WALCHHOFER
Michi Walchhofer got off to a great start during the North
American stage of the tour, winning in Beaver Creek on the
‘Birds of Prey’ course, his first win in the USA. Michi is
battling it out for the Downhill crown with Bode Miller and
Didier Cuche, a win in Val Gardena (his 1st win on the
Saslong Downhill course), 5th in the tough Lauberhorn course
at Wengen and a 4th place in the Hanhnenkam at Kitzbuhel
leave him currently in 3rd place for the World Downhill title
behind Didier Cuche (1st) and Bode Miller (2nd).
Michhi said” the season is going so far well. For sure it
was very tight to the podium in Wengen 4/100 and Kitzbuhel
1/100. In Chamonix I was sick and I could therefore not start
in Val d’ Isere (Race Cancelled in the end due to bad
weather). But now it goes better and I’m looking forward to
the races in Whistler Mountain and Kvitfjell. Now Didier Cuche
is the big favourite for the Downhill title. I have just a
theoretically chance”.

CHEMMY ALCOTT
JULIA MANCUSO

Chemmy Alcott’s season is gaining momentum,
after a slow start Chemmy is now getting to
grips with the season, having some great
training runs but not always getting the best
actual race results. Recently Chemmy, Britain's
top female ski racer, equalled her best World Cup
Giant Slalom finish this year by coming 16th at
Maribor, Slovenia held on 12th-13th January.
Alcott finished 18th in the first run and 11th
equal in the second, resulting in an overall
placing of 16th. In the training run at Cortina
Chemmy finished in 8th place, now she is
hoping to transform this into a race result.
Results from that weekends racing did not turn
out to be her best. But the season is only halfway
through so lets hope for better news for the rest
of the season.

Julia Mancuso has continued her success from last year,
currently lying in 6th position at time of writing in the
Overall World Cup standings having notched up a number
of great results in nearly all disciplines. A near miss in St
Anton caused a stir, Julia said “I nearly hit a course worker
who strayed on the hill during training. I'm sure he feels
just horrible about it and yeah, it was dangerous as hell,
but what else can I do but forgive him?
So Mister course worker in St. Anton: I forgive you
and hope you're new year is going well”. A 2nd place
in the Downhill in Lienz continued her season
successes. The latest result is from Cortina, where
Julia was looking for some more good results, a 7th
position in the Downhill and 2nd and 6th in the two
Super G races. This currently has moved her into 4th
place in the overall standings.

NEWS IN BRIEF

The Austrian resort of Kaprun installed the lift on its year round ski area on
the Kitzsteinhorn glacier. www.kitzsteinhorn.at

EXTENDED NIGHT SKIING
Söll in the Skiwelt, Austria and the Tyrol’s largest lift-linked ski area, has
doubled its existing night skiing area this winter. www.skiwelt.at

NEW LIFTS FOR NORWAY
Hafjell near the Norwegian Olympic centre of Lillehammer, has announced
more upgrades for 2007-8 following the installation of the resort’s first
gondola last winter. www.hafjell.no

NEW CONVEYOR LIFT FOR KAPRUN
A new SunKid conveyor lift is the highest the company has installed to date.

NEW FOR OLD
Italy’s most stylish resort, Cortina d’Ampezzo, has announced a new high
speed quad chairlift, “Taiarezze-Malon,” with a capacity of 1,200 people per
hour will replace the old double chairlift “Taiarezze-Fedo” this winter.

MORE SIX-SEATERS IN SKI WELT
Austria’s largest lift linked ski area, the SkiWelt, will have another six-seater
chair this season, taking their tally of this type of high speed, high capacity
chair to eight, and keeping the area in the world top ten for volume operators
of six-seater chairs. www.skiwelt.at
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SPONSORS
We acknowledge our grateful
thanks to the following
organisations which
provide us with sponsorship
or products.

SPONSORS

AFFILIATES

SUPPLIERS

Carrs of Sheffield

Swadlincote Ski &
Snowboard Centre

Fat Face launches
The Big Fat Guide
Fat Face, the leading active lifestyle brand, has launched The Big Fat Guide –
the definitive bible for all active enthusiasts across a range of sports.
Fat Face lives by the philosophy that ‘Life is Out There’ and The Big Fat Guide
shows you how to get out there by recommending activity centres across the UK;
events to take part in and watch; the clothes to buy; the kit you’ll need; how to
get active overseas; even tips on etiquette. Its basically packed full with tons of
practical advice and information to help get you ‘out there’ in sailing,
windsurfing, surfing, skiing, snowboarding, mountain biking and mountain
boarding.
Will Blair, Fat Face Marketing Manager comments: “The Big Fat Guide has
taken an intense year of research to pull together a comprehensive and
independent guide. It shows simple ways to escape the 9-5 and perhaps try
something new in 2008.
“The UK is full of fantastic places to do a whole host of activities and at Fat
Face we wanted to celebrate this and pull them together into one place. All the
information is either gleaned from our Team Riders or tried and tested by our
staff.”
The Big Fat Guide is available in store, priced at £12.99 but it is also available
on the web, www.fatface.com/bigfatguide where a comprehensive calendar of
all the major events in 2008 is also available. To coincide with The Big Fat Guide,
Fat Face has also launched its own forum where people can swap stories about
the places to go for the best surf, the killer mountain bike, chat about The Night
Series – anything which takes their fancy.
Will Blair continues: “Together with the input from the web the Big Fat Guide
will evolve as more places are discovered and people share their favourite
places, equipment or recommend ‘must visit’ events. The Big Fat Guide is big
now but will get bigger and bigger as the one stop shop for all your active
lifestyle needs.”
The Big Fat Guide also features the Fat Face Night Series; events held at
night in skiing/ snowboarding, surfing, mountain boarding, wakeboarding,
windsurfing and mountain biking. Heats are held during the day and culminate
in the finals which are held under the cover of darkness, featuring top
international competitors. Last year the series attracted 1,153 Competitors
across the six events and 33,500 spectators. It was featured in newspapers,
magazines and on the web attracting 2,115,661 readers and 5.83 Million TV
viewers through its TV news distribution.

Norwegian ski break offer

Waymark Holidays

For Sponsorship Opportunities
contact Snowsport England on

0121 501 2314

This Winter DFDS Seaways is offering a six night winter ski break to Voss in
Norway from just £426 per person.
These short breaks to Voss in Norway give you the perfect opportunity to
experience first hand the Great Norwegian Outdoors and enjoy skiing on
virtually guaranteed powder throughout the season.
Voss is one of Norway’s top ski resorts and is a wonderfully unspoilt and
typically charming Norwegian ski village with a captivating lakeside location
in the heart of Norway’s fjord country.
Voss has some scenic ski slopes, a family friendly environment and
recently added snow making system. The resort offers something for all
abilities from gentle beginners slopes to off piste terrain.
Sailing from Newcastle onboard the m.s. QUEEN OF SCANDINAVIA you
have time to relax and unwind onboard before your adventures begin in
Voss. Onboard you can enjoy the restaurants, bars, swimming pool, cinema,
shopping, live entertainment and night club, or simply relax on deck and
take in the breathtaking scenery as you sail up the Norwegian coast to
Bergen.
To book go to www.dfds.co.uk
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NEW PRODUCTS
THE FIRST ‘REAL TIME’
INTERACTIVE GPS PISTE
MAP HITS THE SLOPES
Satski is set to revolutionise skiing
holidays. This ‘must have’ ski
gadget enables skiers to navigate
the piste, record their day on the
slopes and speed levels all from
their pocket.
Satski is a touch screen
colour GPS system which uses ‘real time’
while on the piste to plot user’s routes and guide skiers and boarders of
all different levels around the resort, providing an easy to use,
interactive piste map. The Satski display will show the users’ current
location on the piste, replays previous runs or the full day skiing. Satski
also includes useful information on local points of interest on the
mountain like restaurants and lifts. Whilst tracking ‘live’ statistics on
the piste, the Satski receives GPS signals constantly to allow users to
navigate themselves around the mountain in ‘real time’. Satski also
includes a built in MP3 player and gaming features, making this multi
purpose gadget the ‘must have’ for this season, and beyond. It is the
best way to measure a day’s skiing – from speed to distance travelled.
Satski is set to change the way people explore and enjoy the slopes.
Suitable for everyone, Satski enables beginner and intermediate
skiers to plan a full day out on the piste avoiding black and red runs
and enabling them to navigate with ease to preferred restaurants and
locations around the mountain. More experienced and competitive
skiers can plot harder runs and measure their speed and terrain
covered which can then be uploaded onto the resorts ranking site to
compare stats with others.

THULE LAUNCH NEW PACIFIC RANGE WITH
FAST GRIP

Thule, the world’s largest manufacturer of car roof rack systems, roof
boxes and accessories, has the answer for all those planning for the
Winter holiday, with the launch of the new Pacific range of functional
roof boxes.
The great thing about the Pacific range is that it fits quickly and
easily to any roof-racked car thanks to the new Fast-Grip system. The
Fast-Grip, is a new, patented solution which enables the user to easily
fix the Pacific to the load carrier bars using the grip claws inside the
box. The system is self-adjusting and the automatic self-centering
action means that the box can be secured safely and securely using
only one hand if necessary.
Like all of the other Thule ranges, the Pacific, which comes in five
sizes - from 320 litres up to 460 litres – has been City-Crash tested to
the highest standards and comes with a 5-year guarantee.

GET ‘PUMPED UP’ FOR WINTER SPORTS...
You’ve waited all year for the snow to arrive; you’ve
confirmed all the travel arrangements and are ready to go.
So what’s the catch, you ask? Transporting all your gear!
It’s time for the annual ‘how do we get all this stuff
into the car’ conversation whilst ensuring safe carriage of
your precious winter sports equipment.
The answer is far simpler and easier than you
thought……………… Invest in a HandiRack – a
unique, inflatable roof rack that is easily fixed, and
unfixed, to 4-door & 2-door cars in around five minutes.
Its ‘one size fits all’ design that takes loads of up to 80kg
gives you the freedom to choose which vehicle you use for
your travels. Whether you decide to fly/drive with a hire
car, or drive your own car from the UK, the HandiRack is the perfect
solution for those occasions when you wish you had access to a transit
van! Costing only £49.99, it comes complete with its own handy
drawstring travel bag, and can be packed away in minutes to the size of
an average toaster – perfect for keeping in the boot of the car or stowing
in your luggage if you’re flying by plane.

So, travel with peace of mind, knowing that your equipment will be
easily and safely transported, and that you and your passengers will not
have had to leave behind any ‘must have’ items to make space in the car.
The HandiRack is available from Cotswold Outdoor, A1 Motor Stores,
Ellis Brigham, Field & Trek, leading water sport & paddle sport outlets, or
can be ordered online at www.handirackuk.com.
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